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CampExperience™ Celebrates 5th Anniversary of Women Helping Women 

The brainchild of 15 friends is now going global
DENVER, COLO. (August 9, 2010) — In September 2005, 15 friends gathered and dreamed big of a camp for women.  Not the kind of camp where you remember getting beautifully dirty and launching into the lake off a rope swing, but an adult version of camaraderie, learning, adventure and making the gooiest s’more on the planet.  
A year later, that dream became reality in the form of CampExperience™, a 2.5 day educational and networking retreat for sisters, friends, colleagues and mothers/daughters held each year the last week of September at Copper Mountain Resort in Colorado.  There are three key elements that began in the brainstorming session and remain true today as CampExperience™ celebrates its fifth anniversary on Sept. 24 – 26:

· Education - 35 speakers and adventure leaders from across the globe;
· Inspiration - Participation by local charities whose program participants come and tell their personal stories; and
· Networking - Opportunities to meet like-minded women and grow your personal and professional network with these key contacts.
The annual event features a “campus style" program, convening for meals and then choosing the speakers, adventures and personal services the "camper" wants to enjoy such as hikes, fly-fishing, self-defense classes, organic cooking, yoga, Qi Gong, a creativity corner, spa services, and health services consultations.  "We come up with dynamic activities and hands-on workshops as well as keynotes each year, so everyone tries something new, learns something new, and is motivated to take positive action for their lives," comments founder Betsy Wiersma.  
Proceeds from all on-site activities at this year’s CampExperience™ will benefit The Women’s Bean Project and Mile High United Way’s Adult Self-Sufficiency Initiative, both based in Denver.  Since 2006, camp has donated more than $116,000 in cash and in excess of 10,000 pounds of clothing and household goods to its Charity Partners. 
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CampExperience™ also annually awards "Women Who Rock" awards to people who are making an everyday difference and may not be noticed for their amazing efforts.  

Why CampExperience?

Wiersma harnessed the ideas generated with 15 friends in 2005 and created CampExperience™ by investing her own time, contacts and money.  "I used $20,000 of my savings to pay the bills for year one, and we still donated $20,000 to our Charity Partners," she recalls.  “After traveling around the world for Wiersma Experience Marketing for many years, I wanted to design a life that was purpose-built with family and flexibility first and working when it best fits.”

Wiersma works full-time on Camp with the help on an assistant and a volunteer committee of 20. She is also a public speaker and takes on a few select consulting clients.  "Camp is my vocation and avocation …the lines are blurred," she explains.  "We work year round, looking for speakers, sponsors and charities, and staging other event to help and continue the momentum.  Other Camp events include MiniCamp, topic workshops and other networking events.  There are many ways to catch the spirit of CampExperience™."

Taking Camp Global
CampExperience™ is just recently available as a consulting "kit" for organizations outside Colorado who want to galvanize a network of women, raise funds, educate or inspire.  "We are ready to take Camp to the world," Wiersma says, “and we cannot wait to expand the network of women helping women."

For a complete schedule and registration information, visit www.CampExperience.com or call 720.200.0271.  Other facts, photos and information are available on www.CampExperience.com in the Press Room.
Presenting sponsors for 2010 include CBS4, St. Anthony Central Hospital, Staples, Northwestern Mutual Denver, Regis University, Copper Mountain Resort and Fastlane Productions. Host sponsors are MillerCoors, Denver Magazine, Copper Conferencing, KUVO Radio, Garvin's Sewer Service, BBVA Compass and the Gay & Lesbian Fund for Colorado.
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Note: Journalists with credentials or who are on assignment are invited to take part as our guest in CampExperience™ on Saturday, Sept. 25.  Please call Betsy Wiersma for more information at 720.200.0271.  
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